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June 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Message to the Senate Transmitting the International Natural Rubber
Agreement
June 19, 1996

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, the Inter-
national Natural Rubber Agreement, 1995, done
at Geneva on February 17, 1995. The Agree-
ment was signed on behalf of the United States
on April 23, 1996. The report of the Depart-
ment of State setting forth more fully the Ad-
ministration’s position is also transmitted, for the
information of the Senate.

As did its predecessors, the International Nat-
ural Rubber Agreement, 1995 (INRA), seeks to
stabilize natural rubber prices without distorting
long-term market trends and to assure adequate
natural rubber supplies at reasonable prices. The
U.S. participation in INRA, 1995, will also re-
spond to concerns expressed by U.S. rubber
companies that a transition period is needed
to allow industry time to prepare for a free
market in natural rubber and to allow for the
further development of alternative institutions
to manage market risk. The new Agreement in-
corporates improvements sought by the United
States to help ensure that it fully reflects market

trends and is operated in an effective and finan-
cially sound manner.

The Agreement is consistent with our broad
foreign policy objectives. It demonstrates our
willingness to engage in a continuing dialogue
with developing countries on issues of mutual
concern and embodies our belief that long-run
market forces are the appropriate determinants
of prices and resource allocations. It will also
strengthen our relations with the ASEAN coun-
tries, since three of them—Malaysia, Indonesia,
and Thailand—account collectively for approxi-
mately 80 percent of world production of natural
rubber.

Therefore, I urge the Senate to give this
Agreement prompt consideration and its advice
and consent to ratification to enable the United
States to deposit its instrument of ratification
as soon as possible.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 19, 1996.

Remarks at the Women’s Legal Defense Fund Luncheon
June 20, 1996

Thank you very much. If I had any sense,
I would quit while I’m ahead. [Laughter]

Thank you for that wonderful warm welcome.
I thank those here at the head table for their
work, Ellen Malcolm and Pauline Schneider.
John Bryan, thanks for sitting up here with me
and upholding gender equality. [Laughter] I ap-
preciate that. And thank you for proving as,
I believe, one of America’s truly outstanding
chief executive officers, that it is possible to
do well and to do good in one’s life. Thank
you for what you have done. [Applause] Thank
you.

And thank you, Judy Lichtman. You know,
she was saying all that about constancy and al-
ways being there. And the truth is, I just could
never bear to disappoint her. [Laughter] You

are a remarkable national treasure for what you
have done here, and we are very grateful to
you. Thank you. Thank you.

You were kind enough to mention the women
who hold prominent positions in our administra-
tion and who fill the judgeships of this country,
and the U.S. attorneys positions and others.
There are two who came with me today who
have a lot to do with the work we do on wom-
en’s issues, and I would like to acknowledge
them in particular, Alexis Herman and Betsy
Myers. I thank them for what they have done
in—[applause].

I note with some satisfaction and pride that
in the last 2 years you have had the Vice Presi-
dent speak here, and then you had Hillary speak
here. And I am glad you finally got around
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